
CEN 15907 in practice

using the Variant in the Centre 
national du cinéma et de 
l'image animée (CNC)



This presentation is dedicated to our dearly missed colleague Laurent Bismuth. 

Laurent had worked fiercely to set-up the notion and the model of the variant, 
as we use it today. He would have certainly liked to be part of today’s 
presentation. 



I.  Facts and figures 

1946 : creation of the CNC 

1948 : acquiring 10% on each ticket for financing the industry 

1955 : film registration becomes compulsory 

1968 : creation of the Service des Archives du Film (today : Film Heritage 
Directory)

1977 : legal deposit for French films / 1993 : for foreign films 

1991 : nitrate preservation plan (runs for 15 years)

1992 : Laure, the first cataloguing tool 

2004 : Lise, the second cataloguing tool 

2021 : Garance, the actual cataloguing tool



Garance 

The tool is shared and used by several institutions : 

CNC 

French Cinemathèque (CF)

Toulouse Cinemathèque (CT)

Grenoble Cinemathèque

Jean Vigo Institute (Perpignan)

Corsica Cinémathèque 

Martigues Cinémathèque

Every institution can see the other institutions’ collections and operate changes to the records. 
Cataloguers do not operate changes to non-inspected material, and do not delete information. They 

are adding new data, or dispatching the old information, according to the new cataloguing rules. 



Garance 

To make sure that collections are catalogued similarly, a working group has been created (CNC, the CF 
and the CT). 

Two years were necessary for defining the rules and a minimum data set to be filled in, in each 
description level. All this information is gathered in a blog, accessible to all the cataloguers and users. 

Blog posts allow easy updates and constitute a homogenous reference source. 



Garance 

• Total number of works : 344 224

• Total number of works with physical material attached: 225 325 

→ 140 973 belong to CNC 

• Total number of items: 828 514 → 489 644 belong to CNC

• Total number of reels: 1 894 710 →1 038 393 belong to CNC

• Total number of Name authority records: 720 882 



I. G R A N U L A R I T Y 

1.     The hierarchical structure of the “Work” level

2. Different editing that does not necessarily constitute a variant

II.      V A R I A N T 

3.     Variant : sister and daughter at the same time 

4.     Different endings 

5. Long / short / director’s cut versions

6. Linguistic versions

7. Added soundtrack versions 

8. Restoration / Conservation 

9. Teaser 

10. Specific format version

11. Pathé-Baby editions : two different cataloguing methods depending on whether it is a documentary or a fiction 

12. Color changes

13. Reframing 

14. Different distributor release 

15. Possibility to link a manifestation to multiple works and variants 



I.  G r a n u l a r i t y 

ENSEMBLE SERIES  

FILMFILM FILM

COMPONENT

COMPONENT COMPONENT

H i e r a r c h i c a l   s t r u c t u r e   o f   w o r k s  



I.  G r a n u l a r i t y 

W o r k   l e v e l : H i e r a r c h i c a l  s t r u c t u r e 



I.  G r a n u l a r i t y 

W o r k   l e v e l : H i e r a r c h i c a l  s t r u c t u r e 

SERIES

Possible units : series, saga, episodes film 

ENSEMBLE

Possible units : collection, cycle, magazine, multiple versions 

FILM

Possible units : unit, episode, sketch films, program, anthology

COMPOSANT DE FILM

Possible units : parts, sketch, excerpt 

CORPUS



1. W o r k   l e v e l : H i e r a r c h i c a l  s t r u c t u r e 

Proper cataloguing example  



1. W o r k   l e v e l : H i e r a r c h i c a l  s t r u c t u r e 

Proper cataloguing example  
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1. W o r k   l e v e l : H i e r a r c h i c a l  s t r u c t u r e 



1. W o r k   l e v e l : H i e r a r c h i c a l  s t r u c t u r e 



1. W o r k   l e v e l : H i e r a r c h i c a l  s t r u c t u r e 

Ensemble : Les Actualités médicales filmées 

                                                                Film : Actualités médicales filmés n°1

                                                                                                          Film component : Les Isotopes en médecine et en biologie

 



2. D i f f e r e n t   e d i t i n g   t h a t   d o e s   n o t   c o n s t i t u t e   a   v a r i a n t     

Inadequate cataloguing example : episode names are listed under “Other Tiltle” in a standalone Work Unit 
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2. D i f f e r e n t   e d i t i n g   t h a t   d o e s   n o t   c o n s t i t u t e   a   v a r i a n t     

Inadequate cataloguing example : episode names are listed under “Other Tiltle” in a standalone Work Unit 



2. D i f f e r e n t   e d i t i n g   t h a t   d o e s   n o t   c o n s t i t u t e   a   v a r i a n t     

Inadequate cataloguing example : Information must be redispatch / Episodes must be created 



3. V a r i a n t  :  a   v e r s i o n   i s   n o t   n e c e s s a r i l y   a   v a r i a n t e     



3. V a r i a n t  :  a   v e r s i o n   i s   n o t   n e c e s s a r i l y   a   v a r i a n t e     



4. D i f f e r e n t   e d i t i n g s       



4. D i f f e r e n t   e d i t i n g s       



5. S h o r t  /  l o n g  / d i r e c t o r ‘ s   c u t     

Inadequate cataloguing example : Variants must be created    



5. S h o r t  /  l o n g  / d i r e c t o r ‘ s   c u t     

Inadequate cataloguing example : Variants must be created    



5. S h o r t  /  l o n g  / d i r e c t o r ‘ s   c u t     
       



6. L i n g u i s t i c   v e r s i o n s        



6. L i n g u i s t i c   v e r s i o n s        



6. L i n g u i s t i c   v e r s i o n s  / s i l e n t   c i n e m a : n e g a t i v e s   s h o t   s i m u l t a n e o u s l y         



6. L i n g u i s t i c   v e r s i o n s  : n e g a t i v e s   s h o t   s i m u l t a n e o u s l y         



6. L i n g u i s t i c   v e r s i o n s  : n e g a t i v e s   s h o t   s i m u l t a n e o u s l y         



6. L i n g u i s t i c   v e r s i o n s  : n e g a t i v e s   s h o t   s i m u l t a n e o u s l y         
        



6. L i n g u i s t i c   v e r s i o n s        

Manifestation attached simultaneously to Work and Variant



6. L i n g u i s t i c   v e r s i o n s        



6. L i n g u i s t i c   v e r s i o n s        



7. A d d e d   s o u n d t r a c k   v e r s i o n s      



8.  R e s t o r a t i o n  /  C o n s e r v a t i o n    



9. T e a s e r  :  t h e   t r a i l e r ‘ s   v a r i a n t   



10. S p e c i f i c   f o r m a t   v e r s i o n     



10. S p e c i f i c   f o r m a t   v e r s i o n     



11. P a t h é - B a b y   e d i t i o n s :  2   c a t a l o g u i n g   w a y s :  o n e   f o r   f i c t i o n , o n e    f o r    d o c u m e n t a r i e s   



11. P a t h é - B a b y   e d i t i o n s :  2   c a t a l o g u i n g   w a y s :  o n e   f o r   f i c t i o n ,   o n e    f o r    d o c u m e n t a r i e s   

Manifestation attached to 4 works 



12. C o l o r   C h a n g e s 



12. C o l o r   C h a n g e s 



15 . P o s s i b i l i t y   t o   l i n k   a   m a n i f e s t a t i o n   t o   m u l t i p l e   w o r k s   &   v a r i a n t s 



Foreign Version / Dubbed Version 
Subtilted Version
Sonorised Version (musical accompaniment)
Narrated version 
Tinted and / or colored version 
Balck and White Version 
Colorised Version  (video only)
Specific Gauge Version 
Restoration / Conservation 
Teaser
Alternative Commentary / Sound Version 
Alternative Editing Version 
Short Version
Long Version
Alternative Ending Version
Censured Version
Director’s cut
Festival Version 
TV Version 

Values in yellow : Variations of “alternative editing” we wanted to highlight. Festival and TV versions are rarely used. 
We might stop using them. 

List of Variants in the cataloging tool  



Thank you

7 March 2024
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